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Housing For Boars 


The boar’s lying area should be warm, 
dry and free from draughts. Unlike 
fattening pigs and some sows, boars are 
generally housed individually in quite 
large pens and are not able to huddle 
with other pigs to keep warm. When the 
house temperature is low, generous 
straw bedding will materially improve 
conditions at pig level. 

British codes of practice for animal 
welfare suggest a pen for an adult boar 
should have a floor area of not less than 
7m? if used for living purposes only. If 
used for both living and service the floor 
area should not be less than 9.3m?, with 
the shortest side not less than 2.1m. Pen 
divisions should not be less than 1.4m 
high. 

Pen siting will depeiid on the design of 
the sow and gilt housing, but nose to 
nose contact through a vertically barred 
gate is ideal. 

The floor of the boar pen should be 
neither so rough to cause lameness nor 
so smooth to be slippery. Mating gener- 
ally takes place in the boar pen but some 


producers use purpose built service pens 

with a peat and chalk floor. There 

should be no sharp corners or obstruc- 
tions in the service pen. 

—British Ministry of Agricuiture 

bulletin 


Heat Losses 
And How To Stop Them 


Each year a great deal of swine profits 
are lost from the effects of heat stress in 
the breeding herd. High summer tem- 
perature can affect conception percent- 
age, ovulation rate and embryo survival, 
litter size at farrowing, and sperm liv- 
ability. 

In sows, the effect of heat stress is 
most critical during the first 20 days after 
mating and the last 20-30 days before 
farrowing. 

In the boar, heat stress will reduce the 
sex drive and amount of viable sperm 
produced. Production of sperm is a 
lengthy process and it generally takes 7 
to 9 weeks for a boar to produce mature 
sperm. Therefore, if the boar is heat 
stressed and the sperm is destroyed, then 


it will generally be 7 to 9 weeks before 
the boar will be serviceable again. The 
amount and length of the heat stress will 
determine the length of recovery. The 
boars will still continue to serve sows 
after a heat stress, but will have an 
extremely low ability to settle sows. 
Suggested ways to prevent losses due to 
heat stress include the following:— 

—Use sprinklers and/or fans to keep 
sows cool during the most critical 
time. 

—Keep sows in small groups during 
the hot weather to help prevent 
excessive fighting and over-exer- 
tion. 

—Provide adequate shelter space for 
breeding herd with good natural air 
movement. 

—Mate during the cool part of the 
day. 

—If pasture mating, remove the boars 
during the hotter part of the day. 

—Use an extra boar or two during the 
hot weather. 

—Use sprinklers to keep the boars 
cool. 

—Carl Ackerman 


PIG INTERNATIONAL—DECEMBER, 1978—93 





